Pedal Peoria South Side & Warehouse District Ride — Points of Interest

The "Illinois Traction Railway" mural is on the northwest side of an old concrete barrier
in the Le Vieux Carre parking lot by Mariam Graff featuring his Corgi (Beebah), Clifton
and Jessie Suydam (Graff’s grandparents), and building owner Pat Sullivan’s grandfather
(in the hat). On the southeast side of the barrier is a mural by Megan Couri celebrating
the annual 465 mile St. Jude Memphis to Peoria Run.
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Painted in 2000, “The History of Mardi Gras” mural by Lonnie Stewart and Mariam
Graff stands 17° high by 50° wide at the base of the Le Vieux Carre complex (translates
to The Old Square). This French Quarter inspired work depicts a raucous Mardi Gras
scene featuring a number of Peoria figures including former councilman Gary Sandberg,
building owner Pat Sullivan, the artists (Stewart and Graff), and Graff’s Corgi, Beebah.

7.

The Washington St Gallery, sponsored by John and Gina Wetzel, is a series of murals on
the former Van BusKirk building.



4. Mural behind Persimmon Lofts.

6. The Hello Peoria Mural is curated by Big Picture Peoria board member and Bradley
University Art Professor, Heather Brammeier with additional contributions from Joe
Gabbert, Nick Carmack, Chelsie Tamms, Bradley University students, and the public.




8. Peoria Citizens Committee for Economic Opportunity (PCCEO) Webster Head Start
Learning Center offers full day sessions Mon — Fri, 8:15am — 3:00pm. In 1966, PCCEO
became the official agency authorized by the federal government to administer and
operate “Community Action Programs” (CAPs) in Peoria that help low-income families
and individuals overcome life obstacles and move toward self-sufficiency, all while
empowering them through life-long learning and improved quality of life.

9. The Lincoln Branch Peoria Public Library is one of more than 2000 Carnegie libraries.
The Carnegie Foundation originally provided a $20,000 grant for construction. Peoria
architecture firm Hotchkiss & Harris created its Classical Revival design. It was built in
1910 as the first dedicated library building on Peoria's South Side and got a modern add
on expansion in 2011. The library was added to the National Register of Historic Places
in 2014.

10. St. Ann’s Catholic Church is a historic parish located within Peoria's South Side. The
magnificent cathedral was constructed in 1894 and was nearly lost in a devastating fire in
1967 but was eventually able to reopen in 1969. There is a bowling alley in the basement.




11. St. Ann’s Garden of Hope is a 2.1-acre community garden striving to provide fresh fruits
and vegetables for distribution to neighborhood residents.

12. Neighborhood House was estabishe in 1896 offering programs, seices, and trade skill

education to meet the needs of the immigrant community at the turn of the century. Meals
on Wheels is now their largest program, serving over 1,000 seniors annually.
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14. Manual High School was founded in 1909. It i a District 150 school with 600-700
students. Their nickname is the Rams and school colors are orange & black. Peoria’s 471
mayor, Rita Ali is a graduate of Manual.



15. This South Side Mission Thrift Store opened in 2023 and offers gently used clothing and
household goods at affordable prices.
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16. South Side Mission was founded in 1925 by a woman named Helen Haien who had the
vision to reach children from lower income families in Peoria and help lift them out of
poverty with the love of Jesus. They changed locations several times before settling on
the current S Laramie St campus in 1970.
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17. Bridlewood Stables is a boarding and training facility that caters to both horse owners
and riders. They offer lessons ranging from beginner to advanced levels, focusing on the
fundamentals of horsemanship, dressage, hunter/jumpers, and eventing.




19. Jan’s Tap is a local neighborhood bar located at the corner of W Fremont St and S
Oakwood Ave.

20. County Line Tap is a local neighborhood bar located at the corner of W Fremont St and S
Laramie St.

21. At 21-acre Trewyn Park is celebrated as one of the first five Peoria Park District locations
and it features a beautiful pavilion that is available for rent. Renovations and park
enhancements were completed in 2023.

22. This church building at 2300 S Oregon St was constructed around 1920 and was last used
as the New Jerusalem Missionary Baptists Church.




23. Aquilla Moffat arrived in Peoria in 1822 where he engaged in mining and milling
operations. After returning from the Black Hawk War, he built a home on Adams St and
set aside land for a small burial ground for friends and family. In the 1870s, investors
purchased land between Adams and Griswold from him. They created Moffat Cemetery
where burials rapidly increased until it was ordered to close in 1905 and subsequently
abandoned. Despite efforts to save it, in the 1950s gravestones/trees were cleared, the
property rezoned, and the land sold to businesses. Of the thousands buried there, only 100
are known to have been transferred out. Based on undertaker reports that were found and
more recent research, there are still 2,600 individuals known by name that remain buried
here. This includes 49 Union Civil War soldiers, Nance Legins-Costley (the first enslaved
person that Abraham Lincoln helped free in an 1841 Illinois Supreme Court case), and
many hard working African Americans, immigrants, and other community members. A

small memorial has been constructed to commemorate those buried at Moffat Cemetery.

24. This splash pad at the corner of Griswold and Grinnell was built in 2023 on land formerly
owned by Harrison Homes.
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27.

Annie Jo Gordon Community Learning Center (home of the Hawks) is a District 150 K-8
school on Krause Ave with 500-600 students. It is named after Annie Jo Gordon who was
the first African American employee of the Peoria Journal Star. Over a four-decade
career, she became affiliated with many impactful community organizations, including
the Peoria Citizens Committee for Economic Opportunity, YWCA, American Cancer
Society, League of Women Voters, District 150 School Board Advisory Committee and
Easterseals. The school was renamed from Harrison Community Learning Center in
2022. The old Harrison Primary School built on the other side of Krause Ave in 1901 was
closed in 2010 and demolished in 2022.

Trewyn School (home of the Tigers) is a 15-acre, two-story K-8 school at the corner of
Folkers and Fremont. District 150 opened Trewyn as a Junior High school in 1950 and it
now has 300-400 students. It is named after Dr. Bryant H. Trewyn, a prominent physician
and surgeon, who was very concerned about the good of Peoria. He served three terms on
the School Board at various times, also serving as its president.

Logan Recreation Center is an education hub in Logan Park primarily dedicated to

Moonlight Coalition for Adult Learning classes. There is a mural on the north side of the
building. Outdoor activity areas include three outdoor lighted basketball courts, a soccer
field, a kickball area, picnic areas, a water playground/splash pad, and more.



28. Christ Evangelical German Lutheran Church was chartered in December 1894. Christ
Lutheran Grade School first opened back in 1896. The original church and school were a

single wooden structure at the corner of Malone and Chandler streets. Just eight months

after the congregation was organized, that edifice was destroyed by fire from a lightning

strike. The second church building and a separate school were planned within a week,

and rapidly constructed. The current school building was built in 1958 with an expansion

completed in 2000. It offers grades PreK-8 and places high value on Christian Education.
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29. The Promise Academy offers a Christ-centered approach to classical K-4 year round
education for boys using the STREAM curriculum with a goal to create a business
ecosystem that prepares young men to become future leaders in their community.

31. The Old Butternut-Hostess facility closed back in 2012 after being operational for over a
century. It once employed 200 people and made 56 million pounds of bread a year.




32. The House of Hope provides holistic services to improve mental, physical, emotional and
spiritual well-being, utilizing Trauma Informed Care in the highest at-risk areas to
decrease violence within the community. The building features the Empower mural.

33. Proctor Recreation Center is a great place for the whole family to hang out year round. It
has something for everyone including two gyms, an auditorium, lounge area, fitness room
with weights, arts and crafts room, game room, outdoor water splash pad, and more.

Proctor also offers after-school programs and fitness classes.

34. Peoria’s African American Hall of Fame Museum (AAHFM) was formed in 1987 to
educate the community about individuals who have made significant contributions to
African American history, culture and society.
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35. Handball wall is aural by Preston Jackson and Martell Adams on the east side of the
Sovereign Grace Missionary Baptist Church.



36. Still located at its original location, Rothan Architectural Millwork is one of the oldest
companies in the State of Illinois. They produce and everything from standard items such
as cabinets and doors to highly customized cabinets, desks, bars, and counters. Their
work has made its way into prestigious Peoria buildings including Bradley University,

Bradley Library, St. Philomena Church and School, and the former Sears building.

George J. Rothan was born in Cincinnati in 1851 to German immigrant parents. He

learned quality woodworking craftsmanship at a young age and moved to Peoria in 1873.

By 1892 he became the sole owner of George J Rothan Co and continued to run the

business until his death in 1924. The company is still run by the Rothan family today.

37. Martin Luther King Jr Park is a 7-acre property managed by the Peoria Park District
featuring a firechouse inspired playground and a monument for the WWI Sixth Ward.
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38. John H Gwynn Jr Park & Aquatic Center features 17-acres of land filled with fun for all
seasons including a playground, basketball courts, soccer fields, sand volleyball courts
and the John Gwynn Family Aquatic Center!



39. This bronze statue of Jean Baptiste Point du Sable was created by Preston Jackson. Du
Sable is recognized as the founder and first permanent resident of Chicago back in the

1780s but also has prior history in Peoria.
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40. St Joseph Catholic Church was built in 1879 in the Gothic Revival Style. A fire nearly
destroyed the church in 2005. The Marion Bell System was installed in 1890 with 3 bells,
the largest of which weighs 6 tons and is the largest in Peoria.

41. Black Band Distillery was founded by Peoria native Chris Ober in 2016 in an attempt to
revitalize Peoria’s rich distilling legacy from before Prohibition.

ack BAND
« DISTILLERY *

(18" ‘-?—..?"



42. Analytical Brewing founded in Lexington, Illinois northeast of Bloomington opened their
second location in the Peoria Warehouse District in 2026. It offers food, a large tap list,
and a nice outdoor patio.

43. Zion Coffee Bar was founded in 2013 specializing in coffee sourced directly from small
growers in Central America.
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44. WTVP (Channel 47) 1s a PBS member Pubhc Television Station in Peoria owned by the

Illinois Valley Public Telecommunications Corporation. It has been operating since 1971
serving PBS and local programming.



